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The Prologue to Graphic Design 

The Visual Message from Prehistory through the Medieval Era

Chapter 2

Alphabets
Introduction, 18

Cretan pictographs, 18

The north Semitic alphabet, 19

The Aramaic alphabet and its descendants, 20

The Greek alphabet, 22

The Latin alphabet, 26

The Korean alphabet, 29

Key Terms (in order of appearance; the first page number of their appearance is listed)

Alphabet, page 18

Minoan civilization, page 18, (see Fig. 2 - 1) 

Crete, page 18, (Fig. 2 - 2)

Substrate, page 19

Principle of movable type, page 19

North Semitic writing, page 19

Phoenicia, page 19

Sui generis, page 19
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Byblos, page 19

Sinaitic script, page 19

Acrophonic, page 19

Ras Shamra script, page 20, (Fig. 2 - 3)

Alphabetical order, page 20

Phoenician alphabet, page 19

Aramaic alphabet, page 20, (Fig. 2 - 4)

Square Hebrew alphabet, page 20, (Fig. 2 - 5)

Arabic writing, page 21

Kufic, page 21, (Fig. 2 - 6)

Naskhi, page 21, (Fig. 2 - 7)

Qur’an or Koran, page 21

Calligraphy, page 21
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Greek alphabet, page 22, (Fig. 2 - 9, and see Fig. 2 - 1)

Votive stela, page 23, (Fig. 2 - 11)

Boustrophedon, page 24

Uncials, page 24, (Fig. 2 - 12)

Latin alphabet, page 26, (see Fig. 2 - 1)

Capitalis Monumentalis, page 26, (Figs. 2 - 17 and 2 - 18)

Serif, page 26

Capitalis Quadrata, page 28, (Fig. 2 - 19)

Capitalis Rustica, page 28, (Fig. 2 - 20)

Vellum, page 29

Codex, page 29

Scroll, page 29

Rotulus, page 29
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Signatures, page 29

Hangul, page 29, (Fig. 2 - 22) (Fig. 2 - 23) (Fig. 2 - 24)

Key People and their Major Contributions  
(in order of appearance; the first page number of their appearance is listed)

Phoenicians, page 19

Cadmus of Miletus (dates unknown), page 22 

Etruscans, page 26, (Fig. 2 - 16)

Spurius Carvilius (c. 250 B.C.), page 26

Ptolemy V of Alexandria (ruled c. 205–181 B.C.), page 28

King Eumenes II of Pergamum (d. 160/159 B.C.), page 28

Sejong (A.D. 1397–1450), page 29


