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The Prologue to Graphic Design 

The Visual Message from Prehistory through the Medieval Era

Chapter 1

The Invention of Writing
Introduction, 4

Prehistoric visual communication, 6

The cradle of civilization, 6

The earliest writing, 6

Mesopotamian visual identification, 9

Egyptian hieroglyphs, 10

Papyrus and writing, 12

The first illustrated manuscripts, 14

Egyptian visual identification, 17

Key Terms (in order of appearance; the first page number of their appearance is listed) 

Ideograph, page 4 

Petroglyph, page 4, (Fig. 1 - 2)

Pictograph, page 4

Substrate, page 4

Mesopotamia, page 6

Ziggurat, page 6

Cuneiform, page 7, (Fig. 1 - 7)



245 > 	 Part One Chapter One

History of Graphic Design
Study Guide

� 1
Phonogram, page 7

Rebus writing, page 7

Scribe, page 7

Edubba, page 8

Cylinder seal, page 9, (Fig. 1 - 12)

Stele, page 9, (Figs. 1 - 10 and 1 - 11)

Determinatives, page 10

Hieroglyphics, page 10, (Fig. 1 - 15) 

Obelisk, page 10

Rosetta Stone, page 10, (Fig. 1 - 16)

Ankh, page 12

Cartouche, page 12, (Fig. 1 - 18)

Papyrus, page 12
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The Book of the Dead, page 14, (Fig. 1 - 25)

Coffin texts, page 14

Demotic script, page 14, (Fig. 1 - 24) 

Hieratic script, page 14

Papyrus manuscripts, page 14

Pyramid text, page 14

Recto, page 14

Verso, page 14

Key People and their Major Contributions  
(in order of appearance; the first page number of their appearance is listed)

Sumerians, page 6

Hammurabi, page 8

Dr. Thomas Young, page 10, (Fig. 1 - 17)

Jean-François Champollion (A.D. 1790–1832), page 10


